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Board of Aldermen meeting 
February 20, 2024 

At Town Hall 
1) ROLLCALL 

Attending: Mayor Thiess, Ingrid Van Hekken, John Langel, Dale Reed, and Tim Ritter. Jim 
Grimes was absent.  

 Also attending: St. Lucie Village Attorney Richard Neill, Jr., Building Official Carl Peterson, 
and Marshal Leon Ghougasian. 
 

2) MINUTES  
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the minutes of the January 16, 2024 regular 
meeting.  
By: John Langel 
2nd: Dale Reed 
Voice vote unanimously approved. 

 
3) TREASURY REPORT 

Clerk Mary Fowler reported the following for the month of January. 
Operations Account - Seacoast $    25,559.33 
Operations Account - Truist         1,160.64 
Money Market Account     125,698.89 
ARPA Funds         4,255.75 
Ad Valorem Account     332,648.55 
Parks Account       57,389.31 
2nd Half Cent Account       74,016.21 
Total $  620,728.68 
  
School Account  $   14,238.20 

 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the January 31, 2024 Treasury Report and 
pay bills. 
By: Ingrid Van Hekken   
2nd: John Langel  
Roll call vote unanimously approved.  
 

4) Marshal’s Report – Please see attached. 
A report was received on January 25th involving a woman trespassing at a home on Rouse 
Road. The fuel door on the homeowner’s vehicle had been pried open as if someone 
attempted to siphon gas. The woman has been trespassed from the Village and has not 
been seen since. A break-in was attempted at Ameracat, and Mr. Ghougasian will report on 
the incident further at the next meeting. He has completed code enforcement training in 
West Palm Beach and passed the exam. 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the January Marshal’s report, including 
additional payment of $1200.00 for code enforcement training and travel.   
By: John Langel   
2nd: Dale Reed  
Roll call vote unanimously approved. 
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5) BUILDING OFFICIAL’S REPORT – Please see attached.  
Building Official Carl Peterson reported $3,352.27 in permit and re-inspection fees collected 
for the month of January 2024. Inspections and fees paid totaled $1,840.30.  
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the Building Official’s report for January 
2024 and pay the Building Official.  
By: Ingrid Van Hekken   
2nd: John Langel   
Roll call vote unanimously approved.  

 
6) BUSINESS AGENDA 

 
a) Ordinance 2024-1 Moratorium Regarding Non-Residential Outdoor Storage 

Uses – first reading.  
Mr. Neill discussed the ordinance, which would impose a moratorium not to exceed 
one year on the approval of site plans or occupational business licenses related to 
non-residential outdoor storage uses which are included in the Land Development 
Code but not defined. The moratorium would allow time for the adoption of land 
development code provisions addressing this use and provide an effective date. Any 
currently pending applications may still be accepted, but additional applications will 
not be permitted until the provisions have been modified to give clarity about what 
will be permitted going forward.  
 
Mrs. Van Hekken asked how storage containers or pods will be addressed. Mayor 
Thiess commented that specifics will be discussed as language for the Land 
Development Code is drafted. There were no public comments. 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve Ordinance 2024-1 on first reading.  
By: Dale Reed  
2nd: John Langel 
Voice vote unanimously approved.  
 

b) Ordinance 2024-2 Moratorium Pertaining to new Occupational/Business 
Licenses (with specific exceptions) – first reading.  
This ordinance relates to a moratorium on uses for which we will grant occupational 
licenses while more complete regulations are identified and implemented. The 
ordinance is written so that it applies to applications that are not currently pending. 
Mrs. Van Hekken asked about occupational license applications when a site plan is 
needed but not approved. Mr. Neill clarified that the site plan would not be required 
currently upon approval of the occupational license, but that would likely change 
when the new regulations are enacted. There were no public comments.  
MOTION: A motion was made to approve Ordinance 2024-2 but strike out 
section 1(c).  
By: John Langel  
2nd: Tim Ritter 
Voice vote unanimously approved.  
 

c) Occupational License Requests 
i. RMB Crane, LLC (2450 N. US 1) 

The occupational license relates to a crane service operating out of the 
property with cranes being kept on the property at 2450 N. US1 in the 
evening and on weekends. It was considered in January and the motion to 
approve it died for lack of a second. Mr. Neill commented that the matter 
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needs to be addressed and recommended approval, since the imposition on 
the community is no different from licenses that were approved in January, 
and the use is not clearly prohibited, which currently ties our hands. Also, the 
property is bounded by a storage facility on the south and light industrial on 
the east. Mayor Thiess recommended approval, pointing out that the cranes 
that are visible when driving by are associated with the pile driving operation 
that has already been approved. He noted that we have an approvable site 
plan for Stow and Go, but they will apply for a variance for landscaping on the 
east side. Applicant Jeanette Bowen has reached out to other zoning 
authorities in the area and was able to show that each local governmental 
body would allow it in some commercial zone. She stated that RMB Crane 
would not expand beyond five cranes.  
 
Mrs. Van Hekken commented that approving this business would open the 
floodgates for similar ventures in other parts of the Village. Mayor Thiess 
responded that the purpose of the moratorium is specifically to be able to 
craft language preventing these uses in other Village areas. Mr. Langel stated 
that the license should be restricted to only the former Top Notch property, 
and Mr. Ritter asked how we would keep it from spreading over to the other 
site.  
 
Public comments: 
Paul Sinnott of 3111 N. Indian River Drive asked if a limit on the number of 
cranes could be imposed. Anne Sinnott of the same address implored the 
Board to deny the occupational license, based on provisions of our charter in 
1961. She stated that they are hearing complaints at the school about the 
storage facility.  
MOTION: A motion was made to deny the occupational license for RMB 
Crane, LLC.  
By: Ingrid Van Hekken 
2nd: John Langel  
Voice Vote, Mrs. Van Hekken in favor; motion defeated 3-1.   
 
MOTION: A motion was made to grant the occupational license to RMB 
Crane, LLC with a limit of five cranes to be stored only on the former 
Top Notch property.  
By: John Langel  
2nd: Dale Reed   
Voice vote, Mrs. Van Hekken opposed; motion passed 3-1.  
 

ii. Robert Smith – Norris’ (3080 N. US 1) 
Mr. Smith provided a business license application and supporting documents 
for Celebrity Peacock Restaurant and Bar. The application was for a 
restaurant with bar license.  As far as entertainment, he described his 
restaurant operation as similar to many other local restaurants, like Pineapple 
Joe’s,  with a band inside providing entertainment for the bar and restaurant.  
Mr. Peterson confirmed that adding this sort of entertainment in a restaurant 
with bar would not impose different requirements from the building code 
perspective.  
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Mr. Neill stressed the need for a new site plan including landscaping and an 
evaluation of drainage, commenting that this was also discussed with Mr. 
Smith during a Board meeting in 2018. He noted that the only remedy if a site 
plan is not done would be to shut down the business.  
 
Mr. Smith requested a signature from Mayor Thiess on zoning compliance so 
that requirements for a liquor license could be fulfilled. Mr. Smith confirmed 
that the license would require that at least 51% of income would be from sale 
of food. Mr. Neill confirmed that, except for the liquor license and the annual 
Permanent Food Service license, the documents appear to be complete and 
that a restaurant with a bar component is a permitted use in the Village, 
presupposing that the operation would be inside the structure and the hours 
for alcohol would comply with Village restrictions.  
 
Anne Sinnott asked about the noise ordinance and outdoor music, 
commenting that in the past with Norris’ all activities were confined to the 
interior of the restaurant with respect to the fact that it is situated in an R-1 
single family residential area. Mayor Thiess commented that outside venues 
or operations would require a separate permit.  
MOTION: A motion was made to approve Mr. Smith’s application for a 
business license for the Celebrity Peacock restaurant with bar pending  
submittal of a site plan and drainage plan by the August Board meeting 
and maintenance of state licensure. The Mayor is authorized to sign off 
on the zoning.  
By: Dale Reed 
2nd: John Langel 
Roll call vote unanimously approved.  
 

d) Clerk’s Position – Appointment of Acting Clerk 
Mayor Thiess introduced applicant Paulette Burgess, a Village resident who has 
provided a recommendation from a local accountant. No other applications have 
been received. The current Acting Clerk will work with Ms. Burgess throughout the 
month of March to ensure a smooth transition. Mayor Thiess will secure a Village cell 
phone for her use.   
Motion: A motion was made to appoint Paulette Burgess Acting Clerk effective 
March 1, 2024. She will need to run for the position of Clerk during the 2025 
election cycle.   
By: Ingrid Van Hekken 
2nd: Dale Reed 
Roll call vote unanimously approved. 
 

e) Right of Way Permit Fee Issue 
A letter has been sent to Brooks Peed regarding water lines that were put under the 
road without a permit at 2805 N. Indian River Drive. Mr. Neill asked the Board to 
consider a reduction in the permit fee of $1200 since this seems a minor process 
compared to typical permits of this nature involving pavement cuts. Mayor Thiess 
advised that Town Engineer Steve Cooper should give input on the matter. An 
additional concern has been raised by Mr. Peterson concerning an accessory 
structure located in front of the site to which the residence was moved. The structure 
will need to be moved unless an after the fact variance is granted.  
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f) Paving Proposal (if available)  
A proposal of $9,940.00 from Streamline Paving, Inc. for patching and paving several 
areas to include Torpey Road, Anchor Way, St. Lucie Lane and Matthew Quay Way 
was presented by Marshal Ghougasian.  
Motion: A motion was made to approve the paving proposal.  
By: Ingrid Van Hekken 
2nd: John Langel 
Roll call vote unanimously approved. 

 
7) PUBLIC COMMENT – REGARDING OTHER MATTERS     

Thomas Ladomirak of 2014 South 10th street, Unit C spoke about his concerns regarding the 
dangers of Brightline trains. He suggested that deaths could have been prevented if they had 
proper alarm systems, 24 hour video surveillance, and proper fencing. He has communicated 
with local and state officials about these matters without result. Mayor Thiess commented that 
we remain concerned about the impact of the trains and described exhaustive efforts and 
financial expenditures to have our voices heard by Brightline.  
 

8) TREASURE COAST REGIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES/FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES 
REPORT 
Mrs. Van Hekken had nothing further to report.  
 

9) ST. LUCIE SCHOOL REPORT 
Anne Sinnott commented that the Presidential Preference Primary will be held on March 19th 
at the St. Lucie School for Republican voters only.  
 

10) ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Mr. Neill had nothing further to report.  
 

11) VICE-MAYOR’S REPORT  
Mr. Grimes was not in attendance.  
 

12) MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Thiess gave an update on the progress of sewer design and construction throughout 
the Village. This summer is a possible starting point for Phase 1 construction. Designs for 
Phase 2 Sewer and Potable Water are moving forward, and applications have been 
submitted for advance payment. Our lobbyist is working on legislative appropriations for 
75% funding of Phase 3 Sewer. Anne Sinnott asked about connection costs per household. 
Mr. Thiess responded that the average is currently $9,100 for connection from house to 
pipe, but FPUA has grants to offset almost $9,000 of that and will be applying for additional 
grant funds. Robert Conley asked about what will happen with residential pump stations 
when the power goes out.  
 
Mayor Thiess also commented that Environmental Land Development is replacing outfall 
culverts for the Lien ditch that runs between property owned by Steve Hoskins and Bryan 
Neill. They have run into problems which have caused traffic disruptions on Indian River 
Drive.  
 

13) BOARD COMMENTS 
Mrs. Van Hekken asked about R-1 versus R-2 zoning on the west side of Old Dixie 
Highway.  
No further business, meeting adjourned.  



Town of St. Lucie Village
 Fiscal Year 2023-2024

BUDGET Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24 Feb-24 To Date
REVENUES:

Ad Valorem Taxes (1.7450/$1k) 167,000.00 0.00 32,086.49 99,432.16 10,936.09 3,187.41 145,642.15
Electric 80,000.00 7,288.97 6,528.28 5,127.12 4,730.95 4,669.49 28,344.81
Local Communication 6,500.00 507.76 510.63 523.84 543.51 527.92 2,613.66
Occupational Licenses 2,000.00 220.00 60.00 50.00 200.00 100.00 630.00
Building Permits 25,000.00 879.45 281.39 2,514.05 516.07 3,460.23 7,651.19
Vacation Rentals 3,250.00 1,300.00 0.00 650.00 0.00 0.00 1,950.00
State Shared Revenue 18,000.00 1,464.32 1,464.32 1,464.32 1,464.32 1,464.32 7,321.60
Garbage Collection 102,000.00 9,549.79 8,765.40 8,678.13 8,773.63 9,143.36 44,910.31
Interest 40.00 0.00 278.68 1,234.39 2,469.44 2,415.01 6,397.52
Miscellaneous  Revenues 1,200.00 163.62 120.80 60.33 196.98 329.00 870.73
One-Half Cent Sales 38,000.00 2,605.67 2,733.31 2,649.49 2,609.65 3,071.45 13,669.57
2nd Half Cent (Restricted) 38,000.00 1,974.95 3,977.58 2,079.37 2,054.19 4,465.89 14,551.98
Gas Tax 15,000.00 1,254.55 1,169.94 1,473.63 885.38 1,167.63 5,951.13
Parks MSTU 4,000.00 0.00 0.00 498.00 0.00 0.00 498.00
Sewer Match 83,780.00 0.00 0.00 3,723.02 0.00 1,115.62 4,838.64
Tide Valve Match 20,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Water Design Funds 553,090.00 0.00 36,688.25 0.00 0.00 18,268.25 54,956.50
TOTAL REVENUES 1,156,860.00 27,209.08 94,665.07 130,157.85 35,380.21 53,385.58 340,797.79
EXPENDITURES

Salaries:     Secretary 19,020.00 1,585.00 1,585.00 1,747.50 1,585.00 1,585.00 8,087.50
                         Marshal 19,380.00 1,615.00 1,615.00 1,615.00 1,640.00 2,815.00 9,300.00
                         Building Official 22,000.00 1,525.00 1,615.00 1,410.00 1,405.00 1,730.00 7,685.00
                         Payroll Tax 5,000.00 384.41 391.30 388.06 377.14 491.82 2,032.73
Insurance 24,000.00 0.00 0.00 5,947.75 0.00 0.00 5,947.75
Legal Fees and Costs 100,000.00 6,086.40 6,131.21 5,418.47 3,867.11 5,376.71 26,879.90
Code Enforcement 5,000.00 0.00 650.00 0.00 100.00 0.00 750.00
 Village Hall   Supplies 2,500.00 172.33 56.48 67.59 0.00 0.00 296.40
 Village Hall   Utils and cells 15,000.00 2,338.05 896.11 896.36 896.73 3,030.47 8,057.72
 Village Hall   Reps, Maint + Reno 5,000.00 557.50 0.00 35.00 522.50 35.00 1,150.00
  Village Hall  Cleaning 1,800.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 150.00 750.00
Patrol Car 3,500.00 375.10 251.11 0.00 236.53 203.39 1,066.13
         PWks    Street Lights 9,000.00 618.73 642.38 604.47 582.47 587.55 3,035.60
         PWks   Mowing 18,200.00 2,600.00 0.00 2,600.00 800.00 650.00 6,650.00
         PWks   Road Repair 20,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
          PWks  Ditch Maintenance 10,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,440.00 0.00 0.00 1,440.00
Accounting Services 10,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Other Professional Fees 20,000.00 11,015.00 10,000.00 6,740.00 5,000.00 5,045.00 37,800.00
Grant Applications 19,500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Garbage Collection 93,000.00 7,706.09 7,706.09 7,706.09 7,706.09 7,706.09 38,530.45
Other (Miscellaneous) 5,000.00 157.24 689.94 1,564.27 1,997.71 150.54 4,559.70
St. Lucie School Maintenance 7,000.00 478.93 354.00 307.35 307.35 295.69 1,743.32
Parks MSTU 10,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Sewer Design Phase 1 0.00 0.00 2,712.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,712.00
Sewer Design Phase 2 169,730.00 4,968.10 0.00 -252.80 0.00 1,925.20 6,640.50
Tide Valve 40,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Water Design 553,090.00 0.00 31,306.30 18,268.25 0.00 0.00 49,574.55
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,216,720.00 42,332.88 66,751.92 56,653.36 27,173.63 31,777.46 224,689.25
Balances (reserves) BUDGET Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24 Feb-24
Checking 35,010.00 44,233.35 81,824.68 33,998.29 26,719.97 36,357.67
Money Market 95,000.00 134,547.67 124,826.35 125,266.46 125,698.89 116,161.74
Ad Valorem 214,300.00 203,296.59 204,076.78 320,266.50 332,648.55 353,567.78
Parks MSTU 46,542.00 56,541.87 56,541.87 57,136.97 57,389.31 57,626.41
2nd Half Cent 80,000.00 65,542.98 67,517.93 71,616.70 74,016.21 74,016.21
ARPA Funds 0.00 6,942.00 4,230.00 4,237.18 4,255.75 4,273.19
Total Reserves 470,852.00 511,104.46 539,017.61 612,522.10 620,728.68 642,003.00



Treasury Report
Town of St. Lucie Village

February 29, 2024
Bank Balances

Operating Account - Seacoast $36,357.67

Money Market Account 116,161.74
ARPA Funds 4,273.19

Ad Valorem Account 353,567.78
Parks MSTU Account 57,626.41

Discretionary 74,016.21
Total $642,003.00

School Account $14,837.79

Approved Projects

Project Approved Amount Amount Paid Outstanding

Capital City Consulting 79,500.00 5,000.00 74,500.00
Eco Land & Wildlife 9,020.00 6,140.00 2,880.00

Streamline Paving Inc. 9,940.00 0.00 9,940.00
Phase 1 Sewer 317,375.00 315,315.00 2,060.00
Phase 2 Sewer 83,789.00 11,602.50 72,186.50
Potable Water 553,093.00 54,956.50 498,136.50



 

St. Lucie Village Building Officials Report 
February 1 2024 –  February 29 2024 

 

PERMITS and REINSPECTION FEES   

R04-2024 Sea Coast A/C, 453 Milton Rd. / A/C Change Out                                          CC  2/07  $109.20 
R06-2024 Bruce Alsup, 4240 Hagan Dr. / Service Change                                              CC  2/08  $161.96 
R05-2024 Jim Van Heken, 304 Anchors Way / A/C & Water Heater                                   2/09  $104.00 
R11-2024 Passage Island Const., 440 River Prado / Plan Review New SFD                       2/15   $450.00 
R07-2024 Levi Heffelfinger, 3642 Riverwoods Dr. / Fence                                             CC  2/21  $109.20 
R09-2024 Grimes A/C, 3115 N. IRD / A/C with Duct Work and Electric                       CC  2/28  $215.25  
R10-2024 Joshua Macy, 320 Chamberlin Blvd. / Concrete Driveway                                  2/28  $104.00   
R08-2024 Lucas Roofing, 306 Anchors Way / Reroof W/Metal & Peel and Stick              2/28  $159.33 
  
                                                                                                                                                          Total $1412.94 

Inspections 

Monthly Fee                                                                                                                                               $820.00  
Telephone Fee                                                                                                                                           $50.00 
Flood Plain Manager                                                                                                                                $140.00                                          
R02-2024 Richmond Electric, 309 St. Lucie Ln. / Final Electric                                             2/03    $50.00    
R80-2023 Reilly Construction, 2805 N.IRD / Insulation                                                         2/05    $50.00                                                                                                                             
R06-2024 Bruce Alsup, 4240 Hagan Dr. / Underground Electric                                          2/10   $50.00 
R05-2024 Jim Van Heken, 304 Anchors Way / A/C & WH Final                                           2/13    $50.00 
R68-2022 Harnett Building Group,446 Chamberlin Blvd. / Final Building,  
                                                  Final Electric, Final Plumbing and Final Mechanical             2/15    $95.00 
R59-2023 Hartnett Building Group, 446 Chamberlin Blvd. / Final Building, Final Elec.   2/15    $65.00 
R95-2023 Home Crete Homes, 467 River Prado. / Stem Wall                                              2/15    $50.00 
R11-2024 Passage Island Const., 440 River Prado / Plan Review New SFD                       2/17    $275.00                 
R81-2023 Adron Fence, 2805 N. IRD / Fence Final                                                                 2/19    $50.00 
R06-2024 Bruce Alsup, 4240 Hagan Dr. / Meter Final                                                           2/20    $60.00 
R83-2023 Bo Hutchinson, 2705 N. IRD / Elevator and Electric Final                                   2/20    $65.00                                                                                                     
R04-2024 Sea Coast A/C, 453 Milton Rd. / A/C Final                                                             2/26    $50.00 
R100-2023 Southern City Dev., 357 Chamberlin Blvd. / Demolition Final                         2/26    $50.00 
R97-2023 Jamie Rubin, 453 Rouse Rd. /Carport Final                                                            2/28   $50.00                                                                     
R03-2024 D.V.T Hurricane Shutters, 3115 N. IRD / Shutter Final                                         2/28   $50.00                                               
R48-2023 Steven Bergamino, 3313 N. IRD / Building and Electric Final                             2/28    $65.00   
 
Milage 162 Miles at .67                                                                                                                           $108.54 
                                                          
                                                                                                                                                         Total $2243.54   
                                                                                                    
 
 
R45-2023 Jamie Rubin, Carport New application submitted First permit VOIDED 
 



Town of St Lucie Village 

Marshal’s Report 

January 2024 

Leon Ghougasian 

 

Report Dates: Feb 14, 2024 to March 13, 2024 

28 patrols at varying times. Approximately 30 hours dedicated to patrols/St Lucie Village 

business 

Feb 23 – received multiple calls regarding a woman acting strangely and trespassing on property 

along N Indian River Dr.  Upon arrival I made contact with the individual who denied trespassing 

and said that she was just going for a walk.  To ensure that she would not continue to trespass, I 

followed her as she walked south on N Indian River Drive.  Upon arriving at the southern end, she 

walked into a driveway at which time I called 911. I continued to follow her until a sheriff’s deputy 

arrived when she was at the intersection of Old Dixie and Olson Ave.  Upon speaking with her 

and checking her ID the deputy instructed her to leave the village and that she would face arrest 

if she returned.   

 

 

Additional Time: none 

 

 

 

 

 


